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SUB: SWAPO RAID INTO OVAMBO 

REF: CAPE TOWN 0605 

1 . PRESS, RADIO AND TELEVIAION GAVE TOP SPACE EVENING 
APRIL 20 AND 2 1ST TO THE ABDUCTION OF 126 SCHOOL CHILDREN 
FROM THE CATHOLIC MISSION STATION AT EN AMULEN GE, LOCATED 
ABOUT 80 KM EAST OF RUACANA AND SOME 15 MILES SOUTH OF 
THE BORDER BETWEEN OVAMBOLAND AND ANGOLA. SWAPO 
GUERILLAS WERE REPORTED TO HAVE TAKEN THE GROUP, WHICH 
AT FIRST INCLUDED THREE WHITE PRIESTS, ACROSS THE BORDER 
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INTO ANGOLA. IN A BRIEF SKIRMISH WITH SAG SECUTIRY 
FORCES, THE PRIESTS AND TWO CHILDREN MANAGED TO 
EXCAPE. 

2. SPEAKING IN PARLIAMENT ON THE NIGHT OF APRIL 20, 

PRIME MINISTER VORSTER SAID (TRANSLATION FROM AFRIKAANS): 

'MR. SPEAKER, THE HON. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION KNOWS THAT 
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I'VE BEEN SITTING HERE ALL AFTERNOON AND EVENING. AS 
A RESULT IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ME TO BECOME COMPLETELY 
INFORMED ON THESE DEVELOPMENTS. ACTUALLY, THISIS A 
MATTER ON WHICH MY COLLEAGE, THE HON. MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE, WILL REPORT WHEN HIS BUDGET IS DISCUSSED 
TOMORROW. I CAN NATURALLY SAY THAT IT IS A SHOCKING 
INCIDENT WHICH ONCE AGAIN SHOULD BE A WARNING FOR THE 
WESTERN WORLD, ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE WHO CRITICIZE SA IN 
REGARD TO HER MILITARY PRESENCE IN SWA. I CAN ALSO 
SAY THAT THE CHIEF MINISTER OF OVAMBO HAS MADE A 
COMPLETE STATEMENT ON THE INCIDENT. THE MATTER IS IN 
THE CAPABLE HANDS OF THE SECURITY FORCES, WHICH ARE 
DOING EVERYTHIN NECESSARY. TWO PRIETS AND SOME 
CHILDREN HAVE ALREADY BEEN BROUGHT BACK. LAST BUT NOT 
LEAST, IT IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF HOW THESE PEOPLE, WHO 
ARE DESCRIBED AS FREEDOM FIGHTERS BY CHURCH LEADERS 
AND OTHERS, USE CHILDREN AND MEMBERS OF THE CLERGY IN 
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES." 

3. CHIEF MINISTER OF OVAMBOLAND PASTOR CORNELIUS 
NDJOBA TOLS THE OVAMBO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, ACCORING 
TO PRESS REPORTS, THAT HE WAS APPEALING TO ANGOLAN 
PRESIDENT NETO TO ENSURE THE SAFE REUTRN OF THE 
CHILDREN, AND ASKING THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE 
CIVILIZED WORLD TO INTERVENE. "IF THERE IS A 
RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT IN POWER IN ANGOLAN I BELIEVE 
THE CHILDREN WILL BE SENT BACK". HJOBA PROMISED TO 
DO EVERYTHIN IN HIS POWER TO OBTAIN THE SAFE RETURN 
OF THE CHILDREN. HE TOLD INTERVIEWERS THAT HE PLANNED 
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TO RAISE THE MATTER WITH PRIME MINISTER VORSTER AT THE 
SCHEDULED APRIL 22 MEETING WITH TURNHALLE DELEGATES. 

IF THE CHILDREN HAD NOT BEEN RETURNED BY THEN, NDJOBA 
REPORTEDLY SAID, HE WOULD DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY OF 
ARMED INTERVENTION BY THE SOUTH AFRICAN DEFENSE FORCES. 
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